Welcomel!

Portland Parks & Recreation has begun to shape the
future of the South Park Blocks; one of Portland’s
oldest and most popular parks. Rows of tall trees, native
plantings, and colorful roses will remain key features,
while we consider updates to make the blocks more
welcoming and accessible for all visitors.

This 12-block greenspace stretches north from the
campus of Portland State University, serving as a front
vard for residents and businesses of the Cultural District.
The park hosts vibrant community events and programs
for Portlanders and regional visitors throughout the year.

Project Goals

1.
2.

Develop a community-supported park design;

Expand opportunities for a variety of uses and activities for people of all
ages and abilities;

Better understand, respect, and reflect the complexities of the park
blocks’ history;

Provide strategic guidance for the management of the character-defining
trees on site, including a succession planting scheme;

Establish recommendations for a future alignment of the Green Loop that
balances the needs of bicyclists and pedestrians, promotes safety for all
transportation modes, and benefits park users;

Account for adjacent uses and development trends along the park blocks,
including the University and Cultural Districts and increasing residential
densities; and,

Reflect the capacities, resources, and strengths of the many stewards of
the South Park Blocks.

Project Timeline

Collect Ideas
spring/summer 2019

Review Options Complete Plan
fall/winter 2019 winter/spring 2020

We are here!
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Layers of history and
change over time

Signibcant changes over time have
been made to the parkOs circulation,
planting, furnishings, and design
details. What can be done to ensure
that the existing historic features are
preserved?

HISTORIC AND EXISTING BLOCK CIRCULATION LAYOUT

ERAS OF CONTEMPORARY CHANGE IN THE SOUTH PARK BLOCKS

—>» FUTURE?

Connections between
blocks and between park
and neighborhood

What are the best ways to improve
pedestrian crossings, regulate vehicle
speeds, and enhance transit boarding
areas in the South Park Blocks?

Transportation in and
around the park

The Green Loop

How can the Green Loop be designed
to ensure compatibility with the

N How do you optimize transit to
parkOs character and uses?

reduce the overall need for parking

In the South Park Blocks? How do you
prioritize parking needs of disabled
visitors, residents, and for critical
operations of adjacent institutions?

CIRCULATION ISSUE & OPPORTUNITY AREAS

Tree succession planning

Mature shade trees are one of the
most important character-deb ning

features of the South Park Blocks, but

they are reaching the end of their
expected lifespans.

TREE INVENTORY AND ASSESSMENT

How can we plan for the future
regeneration of trees in the South
Park Blocks given existing tree
health, time required for young
trees to mature, climate change
considerations, and limited solar
exposure available for replacement
trees?

Park uses, functions, and

programming

How should challenges and
opportunities in the South Park
Blocks be addressed as they relate
to desired programming intensity,
preferred locations, priority uses,
user conflicts, and maintenance
considerations?

Shemanski Square
Wednesday Farmers Market

Salmon Street Bus Stop

Larger Presence of Dogs in
the South Park Blocks

Food Carts Along Montgomery

Pedestrian Walkway

WHY NOW? NEW CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
SOUTH PARK BLOCKS // master plan update
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